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13 May 20LI

Mr.  Henry Wixon
Glenn Dale Ci t izens Associat ion
Post Office Box 235
Glenn Dale,  Maryland 20769

Subject :  Use of  db tvtRy USE FULL LANE sign (R4-11)

Dear  Mr .  Wixon:

Some t ime ago you contacted the Maryland State Highway Administrat ion
(SHA) regarding the use of  the db MAY USE FULL LANE (R4-1 1),  s ign that was added
to the 2009 Edi t ion of  the Manual on Uniform Traf f ic  Control  Devices (MUTCD). As
you may be  aware ,  the  MUTCD is  a  na t iona l  s tandard  tha t  must  then be  ind iv idua l l y
adopted by al l  of  the States and Terr i tor ies wi th whatever modif icat ion that
jur isdict ion deems appropr iate.  The SHA is current ly in the process of  developing
the latest  Maryland Manual on Uniform Traf f ic  Control  Devices (MdMUTCD) in
conjunct ion wi th the issuance of  the 2009 MUTCD.

We have dec ided no t  to  inc lude the  R4-11 s ign  in  the  MdMUTCD.  A number  o f
other states have made this same decis ion.  We think New Yr:rk has stated the,^
reason to not use this s iqn best:

"The R11-4 ,lg.-, ,nu;l not be used in New York, as its message is not an accurate
reflection of Section 1234 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, and
could mislead inexperienced bicyciists into occupying inappropriate, and unsafe,
positions within a roadway. On roadways where space is limited and
interactions between motorists and bicyclists have proven problematic, it is
preferable to either provide positive guidance to bicyclists in the form of Shared
Lane Markings (see Section 9C.07) and/or warning to the motorists in the form of
the SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1P) plaque (see Section 2b.19)."

My telephone mrmber/toll-free number. rs
F^x:- t4r0-'781-4082, 10-553-6399,-410-582-9469,_4to-1s7-5823,_410,78'7 -2863, 410-18,7 -3198
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cc: Ms. Fel icia Murphy
Mr. Dustin Kuzan

il,IAY USE
FT}LL IAhilH

D /  {  1
I  t a -  I  I

Yours truly,

Robert J. 6rstein, Team LeaderStatewide Studies Team


